
From: Bruce A. Christensen  
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 1:23 PM 
To: Bruce A. Christensen <BChristensen@christensengroup.com> 
Subject: Grandview Green Monday Update  
 
After meetings with two city council members, the mayor and one planning commission member, it‘s 
clear the city is very invested in the Grandview Green project.  Actually, as our city undergoes normal 
redevelopment from its 1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s roots, a development like Grandview Green might meet a 
critical need for a future Edina.   
 
At this point, our most reasonable argument is that the timing isn’t right.  Our best shot at controlling 
the pace of the project is to move Grandview Green to the 2028 Comprehensive Plan.  Doing so changes 
the city’s resource allocation of staff time and cost for outside consultants.  By bumping Grandview 
Green into the 2028 Comprehensive Plan, we will buy time to better understand how redevelopment at 
50th & France and 44th & France will impact the 50th/Vernon Ave corridor from a traffic and quality of life 
consideration.  Right now, it seems unimaginable to add a project of this scope to an already congested 
corridor. 
 
The drafting of the 2018 Comprehensive Plan employs small area planning meetings for identified 
neighborhood redevelopments.  The final 2018 Comprehensive Plan will be a legally binding road map 
for the planning department and real estate developers.  Most of the small area plans are guidance 
documents that city staff and private developers will use to advance redevelopment.  Grandview Green 
is unique in the sense that the city of Edina will be the property developer.  Developers take risk.  The 
city has plenty of private development opportunity for the next 10 years at Pentagon Office Park, 
Southdale, 50th & France, 44th & France and Fred Richards Golf Course.   
 
For context, the proposed $100MM public investment on Grandview Green is pound for pound larger 
than the greater metro public investment in US Bank Stadium.  We need public input.   
 
We’ve requested some project cost information from the city council members.  Specifically:   

• How much has been spent to date on professional services (transportation studies, engineering, 
feasibility, etc.) for Grandview Green as well as obligations for future work?  

• How much cost to taxpayers for city staff hours on this project over the past 8 years?  

Please spread the word and continue sharing the links below. Leave your email address at the end of the 
survey to stay in touch.  Thanks to all for your participation and comments.   

Website: https://edina-neighbors-unite.squarespace.com  
Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RP685CW 
Petition: https://www.change.org/p/edina-residents-add-your-signature-to-stop-spending-on-
grandview-green  You can ignore the $3 ask. 
 
Best! 
 
CURRENT RESULTS: 
 
Petition: 
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535 signers - up from 100 signers last Monday 
Petition: Edina Residents: Add Your Signature to Stop Spending & Survey Residents on Grandview Green” 
 
Survey: 
292 Respondents 
Neighborhood Spread: 
Northeast: 28% 
Northwest: 32% 
Southeast: 6% 
Southwest: 33% 
I don't live in Edina: Less than 1 % 
 
Do you support the Grandview Green development? 
68% Not at all 
14% I'd like to know more 
7%  A great deal 
5%  A lot 
4%  A moderate amount 
2%  A little 
 
As an Edina resident, do you feel Grandview Green is in response to your wants and needs? 
84% No 
16% Yes 
 
Should the city seek resident input before spending any additional taxpayer dollars on Grandview 
Green? 
90% Yes 
10% No 
 
 
Bruce Christensen  
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