
From: Bruce A. Christensen  
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 2:44 PM 
To: Bruce A. Christensen  
Subject: Grandview Green Update: More disturbing data 
 
What about education?  
 
Here’s a jaw dropper: the 2008 Comprehensive Plan devoted 205 of its 527 pages to expanding bike 
transportation… and only 7 pages to Edina education.  Can we focus on education in the 2018 
Comprehensive Plan?  And what about cars?  I’m sure you’ve noticed that traffic is at an all-time 
high.  The 2018 Comp Plan top two property development considerations should be:  #1 Education and 
#2 Motorized Vehicle Traffic & Parking.   
 
We have a pacing problem.  
 
The 2008 Comprehensive Plan makes the following statement.  “The Metropolitan Council projects that 
in 2030 Edina will have a total population of 50,000 residents in 22,500 households. This is about a 7 
percent increase over the estimated number of households recorded in the 2000 Census.” 
 
We now know that by 2020 our unit counts will increase at twice the 2030 projection rate - 3,400 versus 
the projected 1,575.  In addition, our population will approach 55,000 - 10% more than the 2030 
forecast, and even exceeding the 2040 projection.  Even more alarming is the housing unit increase 
trend line.  To view the 2008 Comprehensive Plan, click HERE.  
 
*Please note that the 2008 Comprehensive Plan housing unit numbers are quite different from the 
School’s 2014 data.  We’ve been referencing the School’s in-district data, which might account for some 
of that difference.  We will try to reconcile this in the next few weeks. 
 
We want to know - WHY? 
 
On Friday, we received an email from a member of the planning staff, pointing out some redundancies 
in the development table we sent out last week.  He also expressed concern about the wording, “lack of 
transparency and quite frankly, lack of honesty.”  We acknowledged that our choice of words could have 
been more tactful.  We also requested specific details about our table so we could make updates, and 
asked for any planning documents regarding population growth and its impact on Edina Public Schools 
infrastructure.  As of this writing, we have not had a response to either request. 
 
Regarding our choice of words, the following is an attempt to rephrase our concerns about transparency 
and representative democracy: 
 

1. The Grandview Green project was presented to the Heritage Preservation Board last November 
as a park.  Staff knew full well its need for a funding source – was this a bait and switch?  In 
addition, an original Grandview Task Force member described the current Grandview Green 
vision as vastly different from original task objectives. WHY? 
   

2. There are debatable concerns about the Grandview traffic study, prepared by Council Member 
Fischer’s firm.  Traffic volumes on Vernon and 50th east to France are already near suggested 

https://www.edinamn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1375/City-of-Edina-Comprehensive-Plan-2008-PDF


limits (see references to this in the 2008 Comp Plan).  The Eden Ave to Halifax corridor where 
traffic consolidates from 4 lanes to 2 has not been studied.  WHY? 
*Note: Council Member Fischer won the work through an RFP process after he resigned from 
the Grandview Task Force and before he was elected to the City Council. 
 

3. The city’s hiring of lobbyists to amend TIF eligibility for a “Far Term” project is either 
disingenuous to its residents or disingenuous to MNDOT, the seller of the land.  In talking with 
MNDOT last week, we sensed a bit of surprise when we told them The Lid was presented at the 
8/16 HRA meeting as a 2040 to 2050 “Far Term” project.  The city seems to be less than frank 
with one of the parties in these exchanges.  And a $1,000,000 feasibility investment for a “Far 
Term” project – WHY? 

 
Don’t forget, the City has “broad discretionary powers”.  Projects like the Lid are very hard to stop. 
That’s why we are rightly circumspect.  It’s actually an appropriate citizen reaction in a republic form of 
government.  
 

4. The city’s tacit disregard for resident petitions and surveys makes us also wonder, WHY?  A 
citizen petition to the 2040 Mpls Comp planning process generated 2,800 signers.  Minneapolis 
leaders responded to those concerns.  In a much smaller Edina, our 1,617 petition signers are 
dismissed.   

 
The city manager dismissed our 740-respondent survey stating, “How many 10 year olds took 
your survey?”  You’ll recall our earlier reporting on the city’s two FocusIQ surveys effectively 
setting the table for some of the city’s portrayal of citizen wants and needs.  The second survey 
“Resident Engagement” had 251 total responses, 30% of which were 10-20 year olds.   

 
5. The Housing & Redevelopment Authority is comprised of City Council members. It seems 

unlikely that something could be approved at the HRA and turned down at the City Council if the 
same people vote on the matter.  That doesn’t seem like good governance practice.  Edina 
residents deserve an independent voice in the Housing & Redevelopment Authority to create an 
appropriate tension to this important process.   
 

6. The city is using small area planning meetings to drive input for the 2018 Comp Plan. After 
participating and communicating with many others that are currently engaged in this process, 
broad-based resident input is missing. It’s a city staff-controlled process with little citizen 
comment. WHY?  

 
44th & France 
 
Tonight, the City is hosting a 2018 Comp Plan session (schedule HERE).  There’s another planning 
meeting afterwards to advance a proposed 45-unit apartment project at 44th & France.  The traffic study 
for this proposal shows the plan with insufficient parking, click HERE.  The parking problem will 
compound as future phases of redevelopment occur in this small area.  A shortsighted process will 
deliver a first phase that cripples all future phases, ultimately torturing current residents of the 
neighborhood.   
 
Future phases of 50th & France will be seriously challenged due to the very ambitious Phase 1 project 
combined with the failure to address traffic congestion.  Let’s hope there won’t be permit parking on 

https://www.edinamn.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=38&showPastEvents=false
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b365b481137a6f5bf6c11fa/t/5b86caba40ec9a9d896f2c6b/1535560378836/Traffic+Impact+Study+-+44th+%26+France.pdf


Halifax, Maple or other neighboring streets like Minneapolis had to do around Red Cow.  To read about 
the city process in reviewing street rules, click HERE. 
 
We haven’t touched on affordable housing very much, but the City is being disingenuous about its 
enforcement of the Edina Affordable Housing Policy in the 44th/France development, falling short by 6% 
of what should be a 10% commitment of new rentals to affordable housing.   
 
Maybe there are signs of progress.  City Manager, Scott Neal, confirmed our statement, “by 2020 Edina 
will meet or exceed the Met Council’s 2040 population projection.”  He did not argue the point that we 
have or will have an additional 3,400+ housing units by 2020.  He acknowledged that the 2018 Comp 
Plan needs more than a casual reference to our most important asset – Edina Public Schools.  
 
What’s been done since 2012 and what could get done in the next 10 years constitute a real and present 
danger to our city’s future.  It seems the city has not studied the correlation between population growth 
and its impact on our educational system and infrastructure.  It wasn’t in the 2008 Comp Plan.  We’ve 
seen some Edina Public Schools work in this regard, and talked with the staff that produces this material, 
and they’ve indicated it did not contemplate significant new housing units.  
 
What can you do?  Go to meetings, email the council and mayor, and vote this fall. Edina residents 
deserve to be heard.  Let’s be heard!   
 
On a very positive upbeat note, this 3-month civic immersion exercise has given us an opportunity to 
meet so many impressive volunteer heroes in our community.  These heroes have committed years of 
effort to understanding really complex, important problems and delivering thoughtful 
recommendations.  We’re afraid some of these heroes aren’t being heard.   
 
Thank you for getting involved and staying engaged.  We need you more now than ever. 
 
Bruce Christensen 
 
Visit www.stopthelid.com and make your voice heard. 
 

https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_current/city-of-edina-seeks-online-comments-on-street-parking/article_61b89568-53aa-11e8-a68d-771c6f742fb5.html
http://www.stopthelid.com/

